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REMARKS BY THE SECRETARY OF HEMISPHERIC AFFAIRS OF THE OAS
(By Ambassador James Lambert)
Distinguished Chairman of the Summit Implementation Review Group

Distinguished National Coordinators

Participants of the Joint Summit Working Group

Delegates, ladies and gentlemen
On behalf of the OAS General Secretariat, I would like to welcome you.

The reason that brings us together on this occasion is of remarkable importance. The Lima Commitment adopted by the leaders of the hemisphere last April, has marked, with a renewed vision and in light of the current challenges, a roadmap in the area of prevention and the fight against corruption. The Follow-up and Implementation Mechanism of the Lima Commitment, which under the leadership of Peru you have been working and have approved today, not only sets a precedent in this stage of the Summit Process, but we are sure it will promote and complement the efforts currently being carried out in the region with regards to corruption.

Although our region presents one of the strongest and pioneer legal and political frameworks on democratic governance and corruption, reflected by adoption of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption and its Follow-up Mechanism, as well as in the Inter-American Democratic Charter, there is still a great gap between the legal and political framework and practice. Therefore, no effort in terms of prevention and fight against corruption is redundant. We reiterate the recognition of the leadership of Peru for having made the fight against corruption the banner of the process of the VIII Summit.

I would like to take this opportunity in advance of the presentations by fellow institutions of the JSWG to highlight that the OAS, under each of its priority pillars of work, in addition to the aforementioned, has been carrying out concrete actions in the prevention and fight against corruption. In this regard, I would like to highlight the Follow-up Mechanism of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption (MESICIC), whose importance and scope are well known; the Support Mission Against Corruption and Impunity in Honduras (MACCHI), which proposes strategic reforms for the prevention and prosecution of crimes in that country; the Open Government Agenda carried out by the Department of Effective Public Management  in my own Secretariat of Hemispheric Affairs of the OAS, aimed at the promotion, strengthening and implementation of open government policies, digital government, open data, electronic procurement systems and public procurement. Likewise, in the area of security, through support for the Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime, technical assistance is provided for the protection and support of victims and witnesses. Through a confiscation program, Member States get support to improvement their asset management systems. A particularly relevant aspect in why anti-corruption matters has been the creation of the Expert Group for the Control of Money Laundering, the Asset Recovery Network and the Interagency Network for the Recovery of Assets in the Caribbean. In the same way, I would like to highlight the implementation of initiatives in Central America for the protection of witnesses and victims of different crimes, including those linked to transnational organized crime and corruption.

Importantly, the OAS, as Chair and Technical Secretariat of the Joint Summits Working Group (JSWG), through the Summits Secretariat, has been devoting significant efforts to strengthen coordination among the organizations that make up the JSWG, in support of national efforts to implement mandates from the VIII Summit. Last September, the JSWG held a meeting with the high authorities of the JSWG at the headquarters of the OAS in Washington, D.C. The meeting was followed by the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding by the institutions of the JSWG and the OAS. It is hoped that this step will boost the revitalization of the JSWG, and that their institutional cooperation proposals may address the needs from States in their implementation of the Lima Commitment. Currently, a proposal for the action plan of the JSWG is in the works, as well as the formation of a High Level Advisory Council to accompany this effort.  I am pleased to confirm that Former Vice President of Costa Rica, Kevin Casas Zamora, along with Delia Ferreira, President of Transparency International, Daniel Kaufman, renowned Chilean expert in Corruption as well as Allan Wagner, distinguished Peruvian statesman, have agreed to participate.

With regard to the participation of civil society and social actors, the Summits Secretariat has been actively working with this sector, and it hopes to generate greater opportunities for their participation and advocacy, as well as spaces to learn about the important work and initiatives that have been carried out as a follow-up to the Lima Commitment. Maria Celina Conte will shortly provide additional information in this regard.  It is important that this efforts be carefully documented.  As such, the Secretariat has distributed to each delegation three publications, which summarize the activities carried out in the process of the VIII Summit of the Americas, including: The Lima Commitment in a booklet; Volume VIII, containing official documents from the Seventh to the Eighth Summit of the Americas; as well as a publication on the contributions of civil society and other social actors during the process of the VIII Summit. All this information is also available online in the Summits Secretariat website.

Before concluding, I would like to congratulate the Presidency for its important leadership and commitment, which has led not only to a successful Summit, but also to an instrument that will help with the monitoring and implementation of the Lima Commitment in the region, such as the Mechanism that was approved today.

I would also like to remind the delegations, especially those countries that have hosted a Summit, about the importance of providing the Summits Secretariat with new resources for the effective development of its functions. It is our intention to convene a donor´s roundtable in Washington in the month of February with specific proposals as to how we may continue our close and valued collaboration.  This support will be of fundamental importance for its performance in this stage of the follow-up and implementation of the VIII Summit.

Thank you.
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